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On i Oct. J. J. Thomson wrote a long and careful letter from
Cambridge giving Rutherford an unbiased opinion as to the advisability
of his applying for the Chair of Physics at King's College. The
authorities were anxious to make the post as attractive as possible and
to give as many opportunities for research as they were able. The
laboratory was not at that time well provided with apparatus and there
was every prospect of having to secure a new staff. He added:
the most serious drawback is the interruption of your work, and this
must occur to some extent whenever you leave McGilL I do not like
to take the responsibility of advising you strongly one way or the other
and I am afraid my judgment might be warped by the strong desire to
have you back in England.
The letter concludes with a statement of the difficulty of finding room
at the Cavendish, "but we shall have more room soon, as Lord Rayleigh
has given ^5000 to build a new research laboratory".
In April, there was a large gathering at the Franklin Institute, Phila-
delphia, to commemorate the Bicentenary of the Birth of Benjamin
Franklin. Rutherford received an honorary degree and on 18 April
lectured to the Institute on "The Modern Theories of Electricity and
their Relation to the Franklinian Theory9*. So much attention is paid
to Franklin's work in connection with drawing electricity from the
clouds by the moist string of a kite, thus identifying lightning with the
more innocuous electric sparks in the laboratory, that one is apt to
forget his careful experiments on insulated bodies (generally human)
with a factional machine given to the Library Company of Philadelphia
by Peter Collinson of Edinburgh.
In his lecture Rutherford quoted the actual words used by Franklin
in connection with his experiments and pointed out that, although the
one fluid theory of Franklin scarcely survived today, yet the very terms
of Franklin were still in common use, for example:
At the same time that the wire and the inside of the bottle [Leyden jar]
is electrified positively or plus, the outside of the bottle is electrified